[Data protection measures in medical information systems].
Information technology and networks should improve health care in the next few years. But the information systems in use are open systems; processing and transporting data by them is incompatible with the high privacy requirements of patient information. We have the technical means to achieve better security, but we cannot build them into existing systems by way of addition--the suppliers of hard- and software must integrate them into the systems, beginning with the system design, in a way that doesn't detract users from their proper tasks; users shouldn't have to do more than log into the IT system with their Health Professional Card. On the other hand the expense of organisational means and security personnel in health care environment is not negligible. But a thorough realization of security features will substantially improve the quality of information and the compliance with the law. The costs will reduce the profit of information technology, but not completely.